
Sources: The College Board; U.S. Department of Education; Payscale.com
Note: Tuition figures exclude room and board and do not account for financial aid. Public school figures reflect costs for out-of-state students.
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SmartMoney College Rankings
In the last two decades, the cost of college tuition has nearly tripled after accounting for inflation. To see how that investment is paying 
off at 50 of the country’s most expensive schools, SmartMoney looked at two groups of alumni: recent grads, out for three years, and 
midcareer alums, out 15 years. The Payback Score is an average of those groups' current income, expressed as a percentage of their 
sticker-price tuition and fees.
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